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Intro:

"No Christian rises higher than the beauty and quality of the pictures that hang in the gallery of his or her mind." 

-Warren Wiersbe

What pictures are in your mind that you have chosen to base your life on?  

Do those pictures empower you to stand firm and allow you to experience God's strengthening as your life reveal's the gospel?

In the following areas, where do you need some growth?   

    The Pictures that Need to be in our mind....

1. Winsome Identity  vs 10-13

You are made alive in Jesus, He already won the battle against the evil one, so through Jesus strengthening, stand firm against the devils destroying ways. (Ephesians 2:1-5)

2. Worthwhile Protection vs 14-17a

Through the Lord's strengthening, God has given us abilities to effectively protect ourselves from the devil's schemes as long as we have the confidence in the salvation that we received from God.

A) Personal Integrity; the Belt of Truth vs. 14a

Our life needs to be based on integrity or else the devil will have a free for all on us.   

B) Living Rightly; the Breastplate of Righteousness vs. 14b

Without choosing to base your life on the good works you were created for, the devil will dive in and begin influencing moral failure to take place in your life.   

C) Harmonious Peace; Feet Fitted for Readiness of the Gospel of Peace vs. 15

When the devil schemes, our life must be based on harmonious peace; peace with God, peacemakers with others, and experiencing an inner peace.

      D) Trust; Shield of Faith vs. 16.

Exercising personal faith is necessary for our own protection; placing our trust in our all powerful, ever present God who loves us with never ending love.

E) Confidence/Helmet of Salvation vs 17a

Our assurance of Salvation is the key building block to our faith.  If we have confidence in our salvation it will allow us to be strengthened in every way; which God intended us to be strengthened. (1 John 5:11-12)
3.  Wise Advancement vs. 17b-20

As we are experiencing God's protection we can begin making wise advancements for the gospel when we choose to use God's gifts; the Word of God and Prayer effectively.

A) God's Word/Sword of the Spirit vs. 17b

God's Word thwarts the evil one's attempts of tricking Jesus' followers into thinking they can't stand firm and advance. 
B) Prayer Our Necessary Connection vs. 18-20
Our prayers will cause the lies of the enemy to be pushed aside and provide the needed strength to continue standing firm in Jesus name as we make known the gospel to others.

Main Idea:

Daily victory is assured when one chooses to focus on their winsome identity, use their God given abilities for protection, and use their tools for the advancement of the gospel.  

Deployment

· What is your plan to grow in a specific area where you are weak?     

· What steps will you take to help cover each other in prayer?  
