1.

Disciple Making
Malachi 2:1-9

Heart Desire: Attitude of Faithfulness vs. 1-4

The priests chose not to abide in the covenant that was given to them. God provided warning for
them to repent and begin honouring His name or else judgment would come; affecting their
descendants, causing the priests to be unfit to serve, and to no longer be welcome in the temple.

The church is called to go make mature multiplying disciples by teaching them everything that God
has commanded us (Matthew 28:19-20). However, if we do not have a heart of faithfulness to our
God by abiding in His word, we will not bring honour to His name, and God will rebuke us and call
us to repent.

Honouring God: True Instruction & True Living vs. 5-7

God eliminated all excuses that the priests might have by reminding them how the Levites from
the past lived out their calling; to teach truth and lived in harmony with God by their righteous
living. The priests of Malachi’s day failed to preserve God’s will of being His authentic teachers.

God has given us His word that clearly shows us how our lives are to reflect Jesus, and our words
must always be God’s Truth so that when people seek instruction, they will receive understanding
in how to live for God.

Heed the Outcomes: Stepping Stone or Stumbling Block vs. 8-9

The priests violated their covenant with God by choosing to teach contrary to the Word of God. As
a result, those who listened to their teaching began living lives contrary to God’s will, and the
priests began to experience God’s judgment.

As a church, we can either be a stepping stone or a stumbling block. When our teaching does not
distort God’s word, we are a stepping stone for others in how to live for God. Showing partiality
towards God’s Word will cause others to stumble, and we will experience God’s rebuke. (Matthew
18:6-7)

Questions:

1. Take some time this week and reflect on how Scripture views our speech as a revealer of our
inner character. (Psalm 15:2-3; Proverbs 12:17-19, 18:4; Matthew 12:33-37; Luke 6:45; James
1:26, 3:2-12)

2. Read 1 Peter 2:9-10. What is Peter drawing our attention to in terms of the type of service each
believer are called to offer Christ?

3. Whatis the correlation between revering the LORD and faithfully living and teaching the
LORD’s way?

4. Inlight of the implications of the Gospel, what does God expect from His pastors? How about
from you?



