Breaking Faith

Malachi 2:10-16

1. Disunity: Unity only attainable through God vs. 10
The Israelites were reminded of their unique origin that had taken place because of God who is
their heavenly father and their creator of being God’s covenant people. This reminder was to spur
unity amongst each other as they have been unfaithful in how to treat each other according to the
covenant. (ex: Leviticus 19:13-17)

The church has a unique origin, as God is our heavenly father and the creator of the church. Only
because of Jesus the Son of God dying on the cross for our sins and rising again three days later
can we live in unity with one another. Our focus of Jesus being the head of our church and
depending on God’s guidance can we overcome disunity within the church.

2. ldolatry: Avoiding Ruinous Practices vs. 11-12

The Israelites chose to be influenced by other religions by marrying woman who worshipped a
foreign god and brought their beliefs and practices into the Israelite community. Defiantly
choosing to breach the covenant by participating in idolatry required removal from the Israelite
community. (Numbers 15:30)

Everyone is worshipping something. As we continue to live for our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
we need to have the wisdom to know what relationships we should avoid, as certain relationships
will influence us to live contrary to God’s Word. When we are defiantly choosing to rebel against
God, the church will need to take actions to protect the church family.

3. Injustice: Be on Guard & Do Not Be Unfaithful vs. 13-16

God'’s relationship with his people had been breached as God declares mistreatment and violence
has taken place. The Israelites rebelled against God by choosing to divorce their wife. This
unfaithful act brought physical, emotional, economic, verbal, and spiritual suffering upon her. To
live for God is to guard the marriage covenant by remaining faithful.

When we are unfaithful in our relationships that God has given us, injustice takes place. To live for
God is to guard what is important to God by remaining faithful.

Questions:

a) What does Scripture teach about the separation of God’s people from the world? (Psalm 119:115;
Isaiah 52:11; John 15:19; 17:16; 1 Corinthians 15:33; 2 Corinthians 6:14; 7:1; Ephesians 5:11; 2
Thessalonians 3:6; James 4:4)

b) Jerry Bridges says to live for God we need to “Preach the gospel to yourself every day.” Tim
Chester says, ““The route to spiritual renewal is to continually discover and rediscover the



gospel.” Apostle Paul says, “*° | have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ
lives in me. The life | now live in the body, | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me. 2' | do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through
the law, Christ died for nothing!” (Galatians 2:20-21).

e What steps do | need to take for the gospel to be my focus in every aspect of my life?

e Aretheretimes where | choose to set aside the grace of God? What does it look like for
someone to continue to focus on God’s grace?



