
A True Assessment 

Malachi 2:17-3:5 

 

1. How do we measure good and evil?  Vs. 17 
 
Although God has a covenant with the Israelites that has clear instructions on what God considers 
good and evil, the Israelites decided to use their own lives as the basis of measuring what is good 
and what is evil.  As a result, the Israelites questioned God’s character and chose to proclaim their 
unbelief. 
 
Understanding only takes place when we choose to look to God’s Word for what the measurement 
is for good and evil, and to place our trust in God’s character (2 Corinthians 10:12).  The more we 
trust in God and follow His Word, the stronger our relationship with God will be.     

2. Who is righteous?  3:1-4 

The Israelites were calling for God to come and bring his justice to those who they decided 

were evil.  However, no one can stand before God and claim that they are good (righteous).   

Only by God’s grace, preparations have been made for God the Messianic King to come and 

refine His people; to be made righteous. 

 

No one can stand before God and claim that they are good (righteous) (Romans 3:23; Romans 

6:23; Hebrews 9:27).   A person can only become righteous by God’s refining grace. This 

refinement and purification can only take place through Jesus Christ; each person being able to 

live for the Lord in righteousness. 

 

3. Who shall I Fear?  Vs. 5 
 
God reveals that He is coming with judgment, as the Israelites have chosen to rebel against Him:  
Idolater, adulterers, perjurers, oppressors, and withholding justice.  Yahweh made it clear that 
those wrongdoers are displaying a lack of fear towards their God 
 
The fear of the Lord is where Life's wisdom begins (Proverbs 9:10) 
 
Questions: 
 

• By the people’s complaints (2:17), what are the Israelites implying about God? What 
attributes of God had they forgotten?  Are there certain attributes of God that you have 
forgotten this past week?  What steps could you take to allow yourself to keep your focus 
on who God is and what He has done for you?    



• Take some time to reflect on what pleases God?  (Psalm 51:6; Isaiah 56:4; Hosea 6:6; 

Micah 6:8).  When you consider the things that pleases God, what areas in your own 

walk with God requires repentance?  Is any discipleship needed to help you mature in 

this area?  

 

 

Prayer: 

Take time this week to thank God for His justice to you through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


