
Responding to Unfavourable Times 

Malachi 3:13-18 

 

1. Faithless vs. 13-15 
With experiencing unfavorable circumstances, a group of Israelites became critical towards God and 
concluded that serving the LORD Almighty was pointless as it brought them no benefit; their mindset 
was all about self-importance and experiencing wealth and prosperity.  Instead of praying to God 
about this, they talked with other like-minded people and continued defying God and His covenant. 
 
How does what we do connect to what we believe?  Faithless takes place when there is a disconnect.  
That is why Jesus said in Luke 6:46, “Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord, and do not do what I say.”   
 
 

2. Faithful vs. 16-18 
Amongst the Israelites there were people who continued to place their trust in God.  They continued to 
walk in His ways (Psalm 128:1), delighted in God’s commands (Psalm 112:1), spurred each other in 
fellowship together to continue to serve their God.   
Outcome: God took notice, He sees them as his  treasured possession and will spare them when He 
comes on the day of judgment.  
 

When the church continues to place their trust in God, they will walk in His ways, delight in His 
commands, and spur each other to fellowship and serve the Lord together. This trust comes from the 
impact that took place when Jesus Christ became their Lord and Saviour; becoming God’s treasured 
possession and having the assurance that God will spare them when He comes on the day of 
judgment. 

Questions: 

• How does arrogance and pride block out a true understanding of God? (Psalm 10:11-13; 36:1;86:14; 
Jeremiah 43:2; Daniel 5:20; 1 Timothy 6:17; 2 Peter 2:10) 

• Those who fear the Lord are those whose character is shaped through walking with Him and whose 
very thoughts are of him (Malachi 3:16). How does a lack of integrity impact our walk with the Lord?  
What accountability does one need to make sure that how one lives their life, their life honours God 
even when no one else is watching, or when they are alone?   

• What role does fellowship have in strengthening believers?  (Psalm 119:63; Luke 22:32; John 17:21; 
Acts 2:42; Ephesians 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:11, 14; James 5:16) 

Reflection: 

Knowledge is not enough.  Knowledge is only useful when it is connected to what we believe and what we 
do. 


