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13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they 
may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the 
world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My 
prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil 
one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by[d] the truth; your 
word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I 
sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May 
they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them 
the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in 
me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent 
me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

John 17:13-23 

 

How can we as the church be “one” like Jesus is one in the Father? 

Our lives have been transformed by the power of God’s grace.  Through believing and 
receiving Jesus death on the cross for our sins and his resurrection three days later, we now 
have been transformed by His power. ( 2 Corinthians 5:17, 21)    

As God’s people, Jesus has given us His word.  God’s word is truth.  We are to live for God 
by being united in His Word.  When this is our focus, how we live is very different.  As a 
church, begin living the reality that we are in the world but not of the world.  We are no 
longer about the world’s desires (Romans 12:2).  Instead of allowing our differences to 
divide us, we choose to focus on being united in Jesus Christ.  Jesus calls us to be one 
church who celebrates God’s creativity of being a church with different cultures, languages 
and nations that allows our differences to strengthen our unity in sharing the gospel to all 
nations. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2017&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26777d

